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Birthdays  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events & Dates 

Nov. 2nd – Election Day 

Nov. 7th – Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Nov. 11th – Veterans Day 

Nov. 20th – FCSO Awards Banquet 
Franklin Heights Baptist Church  
6:00 PM 
 
Nov. 25th – Thanksgiving 

 

Shining Star Award 

Sgt. Keith Grantham received an Office of 

the Sheriff Shining Star Award for his work 

on a serious call that resulted in a 

confession and arrest.  The call he answered 

is still pending in the courts, but without his 

diligence and attention to detail on this call, 

a key piece to the case might have been 

missed. Thanks, Sgt. Grantham, for going 

beyond the norm.  

 

Woodman Life Award for September 

 

Byron Hicks was named the WoodmenLife 

Award winner for the month of September. 

Hicks is the Coordinator and Liaison to the 

Sheriff’s department for the Citizens on 

Patrol Service (COPS). Byron is very 

committed and proud to be a part of the 

COPS program. “Give back to your 

community and volunteer!” Byron 

continues by saying that “volunteering 

provides many opportunities to make a 

difference in someone’s life.” At a time 

when most people would be thinking about 

what projects they have at home, taking up 
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golfing, or spending their time relaxing 

Byron, and so many others are making a 

difference by volunteering.  

We congratulate Mr. Hicks and thank him 

for all he does. If you want to learn how you 

can be a part of this and so many other 

volunteer opportunities for your 

community, please email Sergeant Darryl 

King at Darryl.King@franklincountyva.gov. 

1st Responders Memorial 

Saturday, October 2nd, a ceremony was 

held at the Rocky Mount Fire 

Department/Rocky Mount Town Police site 

where the 1st Responders Memorial is 

located. The memorial honors those 

Franklin County 1st Responders who passed 

away in the line of duty. Check out the 

Rocky Mount-Franklin County First 

Responders Memorial Facebook page for 

more information about this project. 

 

 

Letter from Burnt Chimney 

Elementary 

 

Mrs. Thompson's 3rd grade at Burnt 

Chimney Elementary celebrated Heroes' 

Day recently. Several of the students sent 

us letters and drawn images to show their 

appreciation for law enforcement. Thanks 

to all the students and Mrs. Thompson for 

really brightening our day! Go to our 

Standing Watch Facebook Page to see all 

the letters we received. 

Coffee with a Cop 

Wednesday, October 6th was National 

Coffee with A Cop Day and to recognize 

mailto:Darryl.King@franklincountyva.gov
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local law enforcement, Rocky Mount Health 

and Rehabilitation Center hosted an event. 

 

Staff and management came out early with 

coffee and Daylight Donuts to serve the 

deputies and officers. Thanks to RMHRC for 

a wonderful showing of kindness. 

Bicycle Safety 

 

Fall is an active time for bicyclists. The 

milder days offer a wonderful time to ride 

and check out the fall scenery. The National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration has a 

link providing cyclists and motorists great 

information about being safe while out 

riding. 

Link 

Rabies Packet 

 

USDA Wildlife Services is distributing oral 

rabies vaccine (ORV) baits to vaccinate 

wildlife against rabies.   If you or your pet 

find one, please leave it alone. People and 

pets can’t get rabies from contact with the 

baits, but they do have a strong fish smell, 

used to attract wildlife. If contact with an 

ORV bait occurs, immediately rinse the area 

with warm water and soap. If there has 

been exposure to the vaccine inside the 

bait, please contact the Virginia 

Department of Health at 1-877-722-6725. 

 

Teen Driver Safety Week 

This week - and every week, parents should 

have conversations with their teens about 

the important rules they need to follow to 

stay safe behind the wheel of a motor 

vehicle. These rules address the greatest 

dangers for teen drivers: alcohol, 

inconsistent or no seat belt use, distracted 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/bicycle-safety?fbclid=IwAR3cgGNOAyy-7loEDTVySJ5reikyWnOEYhr3MUcjgubNW4EcJL8TqUEHE0Y
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and drowsy driving, speeding, and number 

of passengers. 

 

Facts about Teen Driver Fatalities: 

¶ Motor vehicle crashes are the 
leading cause of death for teens (15-
18 years old) in the United States, 
ahead of all other types of injury, 
disease, or violence. 

¶ In 2017, there were 2,247 people 
killed in crashes involving a teen 
driver, of which 755 deaths were the 
teen driver - a 3% decrease from 
2016. 

¶ Parents can be the biggest 
influencers on teens' choices behind 
the wheel if they take the time to 
talk with their teens about some of 
the biggest driving risks. 
 

Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month 

Since January 1st, 2021, the Office of the 

Sheriff has received 449 domestic violence 

related calls for service. Deputies 

responding to intimate partner domestic 

calls completed 85 Lethality Assessment 

Protocol forms and made approximately 77 

calls to the Franklin County Family Resource 

Center Domestic Violence Hotline. These 

calls provided victims with services while 

the deputies were still on scene.  

 

The Office of the Sheriff has a Domestic 

Violence Advocate Coordinator, who has 

accompanied and provided assistance to 

117 individuals as they petitioned to the 

court for family abuse protective orders.  

If you or someone you know is experiencing 

domestic violence, please don't hesitate to 

reach out for help!!  

** Dial 9-1-1 in the case of emergency!  
* Family Resource Center at 540-483-1234  
* Southside Survivor Response Center at 1-
877-WEHELP6 (934-3576) 
* Katrina Hancock, FCSO DV Advocate 
Coordinator at 540-483-3000, ext. 2407 
 

Area Code Changes 
 

NEW Area Code Overlay Approved for the 

540 Area Code Regions! Virginia State 

Corporation Commission has been given 



 

 
Office of the Sheriff  
County of Franklin 

Newsletter November 2021 
 

final approval to divide the current 540 area 

code into two districts. 

 
 

This change will be implemented in by 2022 

and will involve Franklin County eventually 

moving to a new area code of 826. 

Effective November 13, 2021, you should 

begin dialing the area code + telephone 

number whenever you place a call. If you 

forget and dial the seven digits, the call will 

still be completed. 

Beginning May 14, 2022, you must dial the 

area code + telephone number on all calls. 

If you forget and dial the seven digits, your 

call will not be complete.  

Beginning June 14, 2022, NEW telephone 

lines or services may be assigned numbers 

with the new 826 area code.  

 

 

Lowes Donates to First Responders 

 

Recently, the local Rocky Mount Lowe's 
store gave the Office of the Sheriff 
discounts to recognize our law enforcement 
1st Responders. We are very grateful to 
Lowe's for this gift. Pictured: Deputy 
Randall Patterson, Manager Brian Davis and 
Deputy Chad Huston 
 

National First Responders Day 

Oct 28th was National First Responders 

Appreciation Day and it’s a time to highlight 

those individuals that are first on the scene 

of unfortunate events. The Franklin County 

Sheriff's Office thanks ALL our county's men 

and women who go towards "the problem" 

each day. For their sacrifice, commitment to 

duty and wiliness to help, we honor you 

today! 
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Community Helpers Day

 

Christian Heritage Academy of Rocky Mount 

held their Community Helpers Day on 

Wednesday, October 27th. Along with 

Franklin County Department of Public 

Safety and Rocky Mount Police Department. 

We were honored to have a part in the 

event. 

The Office of the Sheriff brought K9 Handler 

Deputy Tim Burton, K9 Khaleesi and Deputy 

Joe Hylton. Each agency was able to show 

and describe to the students their job 

duties and what equipment is used for. 

Thanks to CHA for inviting us and allowing 

this great time of interaction. 

Investigator Receives Recognition 

Franklin County Sheriff's Office Investigator 

David Kern received the WoodmenLife 

Award for the month of October 2021. 

Kern, a 17-year veteran of our office and is 

our Digital Forensic Examiner.  

 

His work load and cases are very sensitive in 

matter, and he works with many Federal, 

State and local agencies. Being in a very 

high technological driven job, he has to stay 
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up-to-date on the latest trainings and 

improvements in his field. Behind the 

scenes, Kern has been responsible for many 

indictments and convictions. Go to our 

Facebook/Standing Watch page to read the 

full story.  

 

 

 


